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By the time this issue arrives through the
letter box, the Sales Department will have
copies of "The Hampden File" in stock, barring
a last-minute accident. This is a hard-cover
volume of 208 pages, A.4 size. It contains 215
photographs, a sectional drawing and side-views
showing colour schemes.

Unlike other '"Files'", where general works on
the development and operations of the type have
been published, the Hampden is covered in much
greater operational detail, with many personal
accounts of the adventures of Hampden aircrew
from a variety of countries. Apart from the
RAF, the Hampden was flown by Australian,
Canadian, New Zealand and Russian units. The
table of aircraft has been expanded to include
details of the crews flying aircraft that were
lost on operations or in accidents. A diary of
Bomber Command operations and losses as well as
data on German fighter claims. Even the Russian
Navy has provided operational details of its
use of the Hampden as a torpedo-bomber.

The price is £11.00 post free to members and
£16.50 to non-members. Please note the new
address of the Sales Department and send orders
to David Roberts at 5 Bradley Road, Upper
Norwood, London SE19 3NT.

BACK ISSUES

Air-Britain holds a small stock of past issues
of Aeromilitaria (and Archive and Digest) for
the benefit of new members or those who may
have missed subscribing because they thought
Aeromilitaria was written in Italian. This has
now changed location and details can be
obtained from Frank Pooley at 22 Burlington
Road, Burnham, Bucks., SL1 7BG.

Also in stock are the remaining copies of a
combined print of Aeromilitaria for 1975, 1976
and 1977. These were reprinted as complete
volumes and cost £3.00 each. They were produced
in the pre-photo days but have many drawings
and tables.

HELP WANTED

In connection with the above back issues
facility, we need help with storage space. The
ready-for-use stock takes up a considerable
amount of space so has to be restricted since
each year's issues keep being added!

To avoid having to reduce the future ability
of Back Issues to provide copies requested by
members, we would like to be able to deposit
about 50 copies of each magazine somewhere
else. These would be drawn on to replace the
main stock as and when required.

For logistic reasons, it would be preferable
for them to be delivered somewhere within easy
reach of either the Slough/Maidenhead, Southend
or Gloucestershire area. Simple storage in a
dry location is what is required and anyone who
can help is asked to contact Frank Pooley at
the address given above.

IN THIS ISSUE

The peregrinations of the search-and-rescue
flights in the United Kingdom has proved rather
complex to trace so we welcome Eric Myall's
account of the establishment and development of
the SAR coverage of the United Kingdom.

Steve Bond has provided a detailed account of
the career of a dedicated naval pilot taken
from his log-books. Log-books have an important
role in filling in the gaps that so frequently
appear in official documents, particularly of
naval aircraft where much of the background
information on the Fleet Air Arm was sent for
destruction by the Admiralty "weeders'" after
the end of the war. One cannot but feel that
many of them did not like to have noisy and
smelly things like aircraft intrude on pure
naval activities. Hence the ships' 1logs were
retained but the flying logs dumped. Aircraft
carriers can be plotted every (nautical) mile
of their progress but the activities of their
aircraft only intrude because they had to point
the ship into wind. Besides, aircraft made the
deck dirty.

The annual review of write-offs thirty years
ago appears without the Army Air Corps. There
seems to have been six aircraft involved but
the records were temporarily unavailable when
the time came to compile this item. They will
appear in a future issue. Ray Sturtivant has
compiled the Fleet Air Arm section from
available information. Not all the crashes may
had been complete write-offs but they have not
surfaced after the date of the accident -
unless you know differently.

Ray is also catching up with the write-offs
of RAF aircraft and has covered 1948 within the
same limits as above.

COVER PICS

The front cover shows D.H.60M Moth K1213 of the
Central Flying School over Salisbury Plain. On
the back cover is the first production Anson.

PUZZLE PIC

The airfield below is shown in a smaller format
than usual as it is not as clear as we would
like. We are getting short of suitable airfield
photographs after all this time!
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The present search and rescue organisation of
the Royal Air Force is now almost entirely
centred on the use of the helicopter. In pre-
war days, it was based on the use of high speed
launches and during World War Two it was
expanded to include specialist fixed-wing air-
sea rescue (ASR) squadrons working in
conjunction with those vessels. Ten ASR

squadrons were formed - Nos.275 to 284
inclusive - but all of these had been disbanded
by 1946.

In the early post-war years, the use of high-
speed rescue launches continued but the longer
range rescue functions passed to Coastal
Command, with airborne lifeboats being dropped
from Lancaster ASR.3s.

The very earliest experiments in helicopter
rescue operations were undertaken by the
Helicopter Unit, based at Hanworth with the
first Sikorsky Hoverfly Is delivered to this
country, under the "umbrella" of General
Aircraft Ltd. This company had been appointed
the '"daughter" organisation in the UK to
Sikorsky in the USA. This unit was formed in
February 1944 and in addition to the early air-
sea rescue trials, it also undertook training
and general experimental tests. With the
arrival of production Hoverflies later in 1945,
a Helicopter Training Flight was established at
Andover as part of No.43 OTU. Experimental
trials were commenced at the Airborne Forces
Experimental Establishment at Beaulieu and the
air-sea rescue experiments were passed on to
the Air-Sea Warfare Development Unit at Thorney
Island.

This unit had been formed on 1 January 1945
by re-naming the Coastal Command Development
Unit, tben based at Angle in Pembrokeshire,
with an almost immediate move to Thorney Island
following on 14 January. Fleet Air Arm
participation in the unit consisted of No.703
Squadron, reformed at Thorney Island on 19
April 1945 and becoming known as '"NASWDU". It
was not until January 1946 however that the
first Hoverfly I (KL104) was attached to the
unit. The first '"real'" rescue followed in May
1946, when two small boys were rescued from a
drifting dinghy in one of the areas of open
water close to Thorney Island.

The unit also involved its helicopters in
other trials which continued at Thorney Island
until May 1948. During the three-and-a-half

Sycamore HR.14 of No.275 Squadron

years up to that time, it used the following
Hoverflies:
Hoverfly I FT834; KK975; KK992 (on loan from
FAA); KL102; KL104

Hoverfly II KN855; KN879

On 27 May 1947, the unit moved to Ballykelly
and by this time all the helicopters had been
passed on to other units. Around the same time,
703 Squadron was transferred to Lee—-on-Solent
but for some time Naval Hoverflies had been
detached to Thorney Island from Gosport, where
the Fleet Air Arm had formed its first
dedicated helicopter squadron - No.705 - in
1947. This innovatory move presaged the
formation of the Navy's own helicopter search
and rescue organisation (which will form the
basis for a future article). It was not until
1952 that helicopters were again to feature on
the strength of ASWDU.

On 10 May 1951, ASWDU moved from Ballykelly
to St.Mawgan and on 19 February 1952 it
received its first Bristol Sycamore HR.12
(WV781). The second, WV782, joined it in April
but crashed in September. The last two HR.12s
were initially tested at the Aeroplane and
Armament Experimental Establishment at Boscombe
Down and WV783 and WV784 joined ASWDU in May
and August 1953 respectively. It should be
remembered that ASWDU had its origins in
Coastal Command and it is appropriate at this
stage to emphasise that the operational
Commands of the Royal Air Force were fairly
autonomous at this time. Fighter Command had
the more pressing need to establish its own
search and rescue squadron and No.275 Squadron
was reformed initially at North Weald with two
Sycamore HR.13s on 1 March 1953, not long after
the resumption of helicopter experiments in
this role at St.Mawgan. Coastal Command,
however, did not form its own SAR Squadron
(No.22) until 15 February 1955 - not with
Sycamores as might have been expected but with
Whirlwind HAR.2s.

The ASWDU trials with the three remaining
Sycamore HR.12s continued past this date
although 22 Squadron had been formed partly
with ASWDU personnel. The last Sycamore left
St.Mawgan on 31 August 1956. Codes used by
ASWDU on their four helicopters were F-W, F-X,
F-Y and F-Z (in reverse serial number order!)

It is interesting to consider what the Royal
Air Force had in mind for its SAR helicopter



structure during the period in which these
early experiments were taking place. The
background to this period - the early 1950s -
is coloured by the lengthy development period
which the British aircraft industry took to
produce reliable helicopters in the UK and the
resultant shortage of machines to fulfil
competing roles. From 1950 onwards, the top
military priority was felt to be the supply of
helicopters to be used in the anti-Communist
guerrilla war in Malaya which involved all the
services.

In 1950, ASWDU was seen as eventually
developing into an ASR unit with sixteen
helicopters, either Sycamores or Whirlwinds. By
May 1952, the Air Council approved in principle
SAR flights for Fighter and Coastal Commands
with four Dragonflies and four Whirlwinds
respectively. In 1954, it was foreseen that the
twin-engined, twin-rotor Bristol 173 would be
adapted for SAR duties and as a general
Whirlwind replacement. This- latter development
turned into a long-running saga (with at times
farcical undertones) and in 1955 it was
anticipated that four Bristol 191s would be
ordered for ASWDU - but that they would not be
delivered until late 1957. The piston-engined
Bristol 191 was finally discarded for the
turbine-engined Bristol 192, 1later to become
the Belvedere, and an order for eleven of this
type was considered for Coastal Command in
1955. By the Spring of the following year, this
had been reduced to eight for 22 Squadron and
the allocation of four Bristol 191s for ASWDU
was cancelled, no doubt leading to the
disbandment of the Sycamore element of ASWDU
later that year.

In the event, no Bristol 192s were ever
operated in the SAR role and by 1958 it had
been decided to standardise on the Westland
Whirlwind HAR.2 for both UK squadrons and that
these should be converted to turbine power at
the earliest opportunity. The decision to
standardise on the Whirlwind had come about
with the prior successful conclusion of the
Malayan campaign and the relegation of the
Sycamore to support roles, principally
training.

No.22 Squadron

As indicated above, 22 Squadron was formed on 1
February 1955 at Thorney Island and unlike the
comparable Fighter Command squadron has
retained its "Number Plate" ever since. A
transfer of the squadron HQ from Thorney Island
to St.Mawgan followed on 4 June 1956, where it
was to remain for the following eighteen years.
A similar expansion programme to that of No.275
Squadron commenced before the movement of
headquarters when B Flight formed at Martlesham
Heath on 25 June 1955 and C Flight formed at
Valley on 27 September 1955. C Flight is still
there some twenty-four years later! On the
transfer of headquarters to St.Mawgan, an
additional flight was formed at Thorney Island,
becoming D Flight, A Flight having also moved
to St.Mawgan.

Some rationalisation of the location of
flights was soon underway between the two
squadrons and the first example occurred on 4
November 1958 when E Flight of 275 Squadron,
based at Chivenor, became A Flight of 22
Squadron with the former A Flight at St.Mawgan
being disbanded, leaving the squadron HQ as the
sole helicopter unit there.

It is appropriate at this stage to point out
that the emphasis on helicopter coverage for
SAR duties gradually moved from the separate
Command requirements towards an approach based
on locations which would cover as much of the
UK coastline as possible. One should also not
overlook the SAR/Station Flights of the Fleet
Air Arm (which will also be detailed in a
separate article). Eventually this meant that
275, 228 and 202 Squadrons were located in the
north and 22 Squadron had the south of England
as its "patch".

In April 1974, 22 Squadron HQ returned to
Thorney Island but this move, unlike the last,
was of much shorter duration as in January
1976, a further move was made to Finningley.
This was the initial move in the formation of a
Search and Rescue Wing within No.18 Group of
Strike Command. No.202 joined 22 Squadron at
Finningley on 1 September 1976 to complete the
process. At the same time, a SAR Engineering

whirlwind XJ723 of No.202 Squadron flying in emergency supplies to a snow-bound farm.




Whirlwind HAR.10 XP352 of No.202 Squadron

Wing was established to provide overhaul and
modification facilities for the two squadrons
previously mainly carried out at the Squadron
HQs.

Since 1976, there have been few developments
in the SAR squadrons. In May 1976, 22 Squadron
received its first Wessex HAR.2, the first
really new type to join the squadron although
the first turbine-powered Whirlwind HAR.10 had
been received in March 1962 and by the end of
that year no piston-engined Whirlwinds remained
with the squadron. However, the shortage of
Wessexes meant that it was not until November
1981 that the last Whirlwind left the squadron.
From that time, No.22 has been equipped solely
with Wessex HAR.2s, with No.202 standardising
on the Sea King HAR.3 from August 1978 onwards.

Former FAA bases at Brawdy and Lossiemouth
were transferred to the RAF in the 1970s and
have operated as SAR bases since then. Some
disruption of the national coverage was
necessary when the Falklands dispute arose in
1982 and RAF Sea Kings were needed to undertake
similar duties in the South Atlantic.

Perhaps the only other significant
development since 1976 has been the potential
"privatisation" of the helicopter SAR service.
This received serious discussion in the 1980s
when a shortage of helicopters and personnel
led to the disbandment of D Flight of 22
Squadron, then based at Manston. The logic of
the closure, at a location which was closest to
the Strait of Dover, one of the busiest sea
lanes in the world, was not apparent to all and
a strong public campaign to have helicopter SAR
coverage resumed from Manston ensued. This 1led

to the establishment of a helicopter flight
operated by Bristow Helicopters Ltd on 1 June
1971 which continued until 30 September 1974.
At this point the Ministry of Defence decided
to respond to criticism that the services
should provide total UK coverage and resumed
operations from Manston. No SAR Wessex variants
having yet become available, a separate flight
of No.72 Squadron (based at Odiham) was
established and designated D Flight, presumably
to fit in with the other Flights of 22
Squadron, and was equipped with the squadron's
Wessex HC.2s suitably modified.

TRAINING

Specialist training for SAR duties was very
much on an ad hoc basis in the 1950s. It was
not until 1954 that the RAF undertook training
of its own helicopter pilots with the formation
of a Central Flying School sub-unit, the CFS
Helicopter (Development) Flight. This advanced
to Squadron status in 1956 and on 10 August
1961, to Wing status at Ternhill. Up to that
point the whole emphasis was on the training of
instructors and pilots but the importance of
the crewman came to be recognised as time
passed. When the first operational helicopter
unit had been formed in the RAF - the Casualty
Evacuation Flight (later No.194 Squadron) in
Malaya - the crewman's role was taken on by
groundcrew volunteers. This was a direct 1link
with much earlier times when air gunnery and
flight engineering roles in the RAF were
similarly filled. In due course, 'redundant"
flight engineers and signallers from Bomber



Command squadrons (which had converted to V-
bombers) became available and took over the
crewman's role.

From 1961 onwards, detachments of the CFS
formed at Valley for specialist training of SAR
aircrew but this quickly evolved into the CFS
SAR Training Squadron, formed on 23 April 1962,
which in the following year became No.3
Squadron, Central Flying School.

The ramifications of the changes in the RAF's
Command status in the late 1960s, also had
their effect on training units in due course.
In February 1974, parts of the CFS at Ternhill
and Valley were absorbed into what was
initially known as No.23 Group Advanced Flying
Training School. On 31 March 1976, this was re-
designated No.2 (Advanced) Flying Training
School which then moved from Ternhill to
Shawbury on 29 September 1976. A permanent
detachment for SAR flying training was however
maintained at Valley until December 1979, when
the responsibility for SAR flying training
passed from CFS to the central SAR organisation
established at Finningley in 1976, as
previously recorded.

Initially this training was undertaken within
flight status but quickly became the Search and
Rescue Training Unit (SARTU), the title it
still holds today. It operated Wessex HAR.2s
alongside the resident 22 Squadron's C Flight
and since 22 Squadron is the Wessex element of
the SAR organisation, it also parents SARTU.

When the Westland Sea King HAR.3 was
introduced into RAF service in 1978, the Sea
King was already well established in the Fleet
Air Arm and a RAF Sea King Training Unit was
established at RNAS Culdrose alongside No.706
Squadron, which was the Navy's Sea King basic
training squadron. The official formation date
was 17 February 1978 and the unit has continued
to perform its conversion and training role at
Culdrose up to the present time.

LOCATION OF FLIGHTS

NO.22 SQUADRON

Location From To
A Flight Thorney Island 15.2.55 4.6.56
St.Mawgan 4.6.56 4.11.58

Chivenor 4.11.58 date
(Ex E Flight 275 Squadron)

B Flight Martlesham Heath 25.6.55 16.5.56

Felixstowe 16.5.56 1.6.61
Tangmere 1.6.61 5.5.64
Thorney Island 5.5.64 19.2.73
Coltishall 2+8.73 6.4.76

(Transferred to C Flight 202 Squadron)
Leuchars 8.4.76 date
(Ex C Flight 202 Squadron)

C Flight Valley 27.9.55 date

D Flight Thorney Island 4.6.56 31.12.59

Manston 1.7.61 31.3.69
Brawdy 1.2.74 1.7.79
(Transferred to B Flt 202 Squadron)
Leconfield 1.7.79 17«88

(Transferred to E Flight 202 Squadron)

E Flight Manston 6.76 28.8.88
Coltishall 28.8.88 date
(Ex C Flight 202 Squadron)

F Flight Coltishall 7.82 2.9.85

Nos.275,228,202 Squadrons

A Flight Thornaby
(Ex B Flight)
Acklington
Boulmer

18.11.54 2.10.57

2.10.57 2.10.75
2.10.75 date

Wessex HC.2 of 72 Squadron in SAR colours




Wessex HAR.2 of No.22 Squadron

13.4.53 18.11.54
21.2.55 9.10.57
Leconfield 9.10.57 1.7.79
Brawdy 1.7.79 date
(ex D Flight, 22 Squadron)

B Flight Linton-on-Ouse
* North Coates

C Flight Leuchars 30.6.55 8.4.76
(transferred to B F1lt, 22 Squadron)

Coltishall 6.4.76 7.82
(Ex B Flight, 22 Squadron)
Falklands 7.82

(became 1564 F1lt)
Coltishall 2.9.88 8.88
Manston 8.88 date

(Ex E Flight, 22 Squadron)

D Flight Horsham St.Faith
Coltishall
Lossiemouth
(Ex E Flight)

16.9.55 25.4.63
25.4.63 2.5.73
2.5.73 date

E Flight Chivenor 19.6.57 11.9.58
(Transferred to A Flight, 22 Squadron)

Lossiemouth 19.2.73 2.5.73
(Transferred to D Flight)
Leconfield 1.7.88 date

F Flight Aldergrove 15.7.87 6.58
(Transferred to B F1t?; see below)

* B Flight is also reported to have been
established at Leconfield from June 1958 to 3
April 1959, on transfer from Aldergrove. Since
Aldergrove was also the base for 275 Squadron
at that time, it is possible that B Flight and
Squadron HQ Flight operated separately. It is
known that 275 Squadron also had its own
training element at Leconfield around this time
which was referred to as "Training Flight" but
the exact squadron organisation is not entirely
clear.

THE HELICOPTERS

It was not until the Ministry of Defence
ordered the HAR.3 version of the Westland Sea
King that the Service obtained a 'dedicated"
SAR helicopter, i.e. a machine that was ordered
specially for that purposes and was to be used
in no other role.

The Bristol Sycamore, Westland Whirlwind and
Wessex were all ordered for general purpose
usage, particularly transport. It should be
remembered that the helicopter's natural flying
abilities make it useful for rescue work,
regardless of the fact that it may or may not
be specifically equipped for that role. There
are many instances of rescue operations being
conducted by non-SAR squadrons, for example.
While rescues at sea or off-shore are probably
the most dramatic, rescues over land are
equally frequent, particularly from cliffs and
mountains, and are often carried out in
conjunction with the RAF's own Mountain Rescue
Service.

The SAR helicopters principal "extra'" is the
rescue winch or hoist and they also carry
first-aid equipment and medical supplies. Other
than this - and the distinctive all-yellow
colour scheme - there are few differences
between the SAR helicopters and their transport
equivalents.

Bristol Sycamore
As already mentioned, there were two marks of
Sycamore which were used in early SAR

experiments and initial squadron work-up:

Sycamore HR.12
Sycamore HR.13

WV781 - Wv784
XD196, XD197

The Sycamore HR.14 was the principal mark to



see service with the RAF in a number of roles.
The following aircraft are known to have served
in the SAR role, both in the UK and overseas:

XE306, XE309, XE317, XE320, XF265, XG501, XG504,
XG505, XG506, XG508, XG509, XG512, XG513, XG514,
XG518, XG521, XG544, XG545, XG547, XJ361, XJ363,
XJ364, XJ380, XJ384, XJ897, XJ898, XJ915, XJ916,
XJ917, XJ918, XJ919, XJ821, XL823, XL824, XJ826,
XL827, XL828, XL829

Westland Whirlwind

Whirlwinds were used, like the Sycamore, in a
number of roles by the Royal Air Force. The
piston-engined HAR.2 was the initial equipment
of 22 Squadron only but was also intended to
replace the Sycamore with 275/228 Squadron,
although it had not done so by the time that
the turbine-engined Whirlwind HAR.10 appeared
on the scene and re-equipped both squadrons.

The following Whirlwind HAR.2s were used in
the SAR role and some of the higher-powered
HAR.4s were also used, mainly overseas:

XD163*, XD165*, XD183, XD184*, XJ407, XJ409%*,
XJ412, XJ414*, XJ429*%, XJ430*, XJ432, XJ433,

XJ434, XJ435, XJ436, XJ437*, XJ724*%, XJ725,

XJ726%, XJ727, XJ728, XJ729*%, XJ730, XJ756,

XJ757*, XJ758, XJ760, XJ761, XJ763, XJ766,

XK970*, XK986, XK987, XK989, XL110, XL111*,
XL112%, XL113

All Whirlwinds marked * also served in the SAR
role after conversion to Whirlwind HAR.10s with
the D.H./R.R.Gnome turbine engine in the 1960s.
Whirlwind HAR.10s were also the subject of a
new-build order with the first (XP299) making
its first flight on 28 March 1961. The
following were used in the SAR role both at
home and overseas:

XP299, XP344, XP345, XP346, XP347, XP348, XP349,
XP350, XP351, XP352, XP353, XP354, XP357, XP358,
XP361, XP395, XP398, XP399, XP403, XP404, XR457,
XR483

In addition, converted HAR.10s not previously
used for SAR duties as HAR.2/4s did undertake
these duties after conversion:

XD164, XD182, XD186, XJ410, XJ411l, XJ426,
XJ428, XJ723, XJ764, XK969, XK990, XK991

Westland Wessex

The first use of the Wessex HC.2 in the SAR
role was in the Persian Gulf. A detachment of
78 Squadron was formed for SAR duties following

the move of the squadron from Khormaksar in
Aden to Sharjah on 17 October 1967. The flight
operated not only from Sharjah but also from
Bahrain.

No.22 Squadron did not receive its first SAR
Wessex until May 1976 and was not fully
equipped with Wessexes until November 1981 when
the re-equipment of 18 Squadron with the
Chinook made aircraft available.

The designation of the Wessex was changed to
HAR.2 for its SAR role and during the mid-1980s
it was envisaged that with further
modification, a new designation of HAR.6 would
be applied to 22 Squadron's aircraft. It is
believed that this designation has never become
official. Wessexes known to have been converted
to the SAR role are as follows:

XR588 (production prototype HC.2)

XR497, XR501, XR504, XR507, XR508, XR518, XR520,
XR524, XS675, XT601, XT602, XT603, XT604, XT606,
XT670, XT674, XT680, XV720, XV724, XV729, XV730

XT674 crashed and was written off on 1 Feb 1987
Westland Sea King

First introduced into service with the Fleet
Air Arm in the early 1970s, the Sea King was
not adopted by the RAF until 1978 and a total
of fifteen was initially ordered, with two
separate orders of one and three respectively
following in 1980 and 1985. To date, only one
aircraft has been badly damaged - XZ585 which
crashed in Scotland on 28 January 1989 and
which has since been transferred to Wroughton
for possible repair.

Serials: XZ585 - XZ599; ZA105; ZE368 - ZE370

Finally, mention should be made of the two
Royal Navy Hiller HTE.2s which were borrowed by
275 Squadron in 1954 for training purposes as
it was so short of Sycamores that none could be
diverted to training. Initially this training
was carried out at RNAS Gosport using machines
borrowed from 705 Squadron but XB514 was
actually allocated to 275 Squadron from March
1954 to April 1955 and it is believed that a
second Hiller joined it there in 1954; this was
almost certainly XB478.

PRESENT AND FUTURE
Some rationalisation may soon be expected with
the nine current SAR flights maintained by the

two SAR squadrons covering the UK as follows:

22 Squadron (Wessex) 202 Squadron (Sea King)

A Flight Chivenor A Flight Boulmer

B Flight Leuchars B Flight Brawdy

C Flight Valley C Flight Manston

D Flight = D Flight Lossiemouth
E Flight Coltishall E Flight Leconfield

The Wessex HAR.2 has been restricted to
virtually daytime operations only, with the
more comprehensively-equipped Sea Kings (of
both the RAF and the FAA) taking over the night
call-outs. To improve the speed of response of
night operations, there may be some future
changes in flight locations in order that a
better geographical placement of the RAF's Sea
Kings may be achieved.

Rumours persist that the RAF would like to
receive a further six to eight Sea Kings so
that the Wessex may be finally retired. As its
operational life must soon be approaching its
end, this would bring about a good economic
benefit with only one type to service and
maintain and would permit Sea Kings deployed at
Culdrose to be released to the SARTU at Valley.
The withdrawal of RAF Sea Kings from the
Falklands must also be on the agenda in the
near future, perhaps to be replaced there by a
basically civil operation.

Whether privatisation of UK helicopter SAR
operations is a possible future development is
open to conjecture. Neither the RAF or the Navy
is keen to see this happen but Bristow
Helicopters are already conducting satisfactory
SAR flights at Lee-on-Solent in England and
Stornoway and Sumburgh in Scotland, so a
precedent has been set.



THE LOG OF
PETER
CARMICHAEL

Lt.Peter Carmichael climbs down from Sea Fury WJ233
after shooting down a MiG-15 on 9 August 1952

On 9 August 1952, the then Lieutenant Peter
Carmichael, a pilot with No.802 Squadron aboard
HMS Ocean in Korean waters, made a place for
himself in history by shooting down a North
Korean MiG-15, a deed made all the more
remarkable by the fact that he was flying a Sea
Fury at the time. Over a three month period,
Carmichael flew a great many combat sorties,
mostly comprising air patrols, with a goodly
number of bombing missions thrown in against
such targets as bridges and enemy gun
positions. Although this period must stand out
as a highlight, it actually represents only a
tiny fraction of the flying career of this
remarkable man which stretched from 1942 to
1961.

Peter Carmichael joined the Royal Navy on 12
January 1942, having been attracted to flying
by the appeal of the Fairey Fulmar - a type
that was ultimately to disappoint him greatly.
His flying training began on 1 May, when he was
sent to the US Navy Reserve Aviation Base at
Grosse Ile, near Detroit, for basic training on
the Naval Aircraft Factory N3N-3. Between then
and early August, examples flown include 2581,
2628-2630, 2706-2708, 2721-2723, 2726, 2801,
2802 and 2832. A move was then made to
Pensacola, Florida, for advanced training where
aircraft used were SNV-1 Valiants and 0S2U
Kingfishers (no serials recorded), plus various
marks of Texan including SNJ-1 0915, 0929, 0933
and 0945, SNJ-3 6983 and 7024 and SNJ-4 05544.

The next step was Miami, again mainly Texans,
but also on Brewster F2A-2 and F2A-3 Buffaloes,
plus a single N3N-3 2904. Texans flown at this
time were: SNJ-3 6765, 6819, 6826, 6827, 6829,
6830, 6832, 6859, 6870, 6887, 6888, 6913, 6919,
6920, 6922, 6924, 6947, 6951, 6952, 6956, 6058,
6960, 6962, 6965, 6867, 6969, 6971, 6973-6977,
6994-6996, 6998, 01784, 01789, 01790, 01799,
01917, 01937, 01939, 01971, 01972, 01974,
05481, 05482, 05485, 05489, 05495, 05496,
05500, 05520, 05524 and 05526: SNJ-4 10233,
10236, 10288, 10289 and 10291: Buffaloes were
F2A-2 1386, 1397, 1409 and 1434; F2A-3 01556,
01598 01610 (which he wrote off on 9 December
1942 in "a dirty 'big prang - bags of twitch")

A
.

01613, 01615 and 01618. The crash in 01610 was
due to Carmichael, by his own admission, making
a mess of the aircraft's complicated fuel
transfer system, which resulted in the engine
stopping dead and landing him in hospital; for
several months.

Further operational training took place at
RNAS Wingfield, Cape Town, with 789 Squadron,
flying a variety of types such as Fulmar II
DR640/AA and DR708; unidentified Albacores and
Walruses and an Anson listed as 794 in which he
"nearly went for a Burton!" By late September
1943, a further move found him on 726 Squadron,
which operated both from Wingfield and Durban
Racecourse, and here he flew DR708 again, plus
Walrus I X9484, Walrus II Z1767, Kingfishers
FN707, FN719, FN744, Swordfish V4326, V4704 and
V4707. Next stop was RNAS Coimbatore in India
where he was employed chiefly flying air tests
on the following: Walrus II Z1820, HD807; Tiger
Moth LR236, NL750; Seagull A2-18; Swordfish I
K8397, V4321; Swordfish II LS345, LS347;
Albacore N4161, T9254, X9144, X9154, X9156,
BF721, BF725; Fulmar DR701; Avenger 11 JZ332,
JZ350; Defiant II AA500; Wildcat V JV430,
Jv432, Jv444, JVv456, JV457, JV460, JV461,
Jv464, Jv4e7, Jv483,JV502, JV507, JV508, JV517,
JVv560, JV563, JV626; Seafire IIC LR667, LR669,
LR755, LR757, LR758; Corsair II JT205, JT265,
JT267, JT270, JT275, JT282, JT286, JT297,
JT300; Hellcat I FN444, FN445; Hudson III
AE569; Harvard IIB FE596, FE599, FE602, FE667;
Hurricane I1 BN355, BN365, BN727, HV727, KX174;
Dakota I FD780.

Then at long last, a front-line tour came
Carmichael's way, with a posting to 889
Squadron, a Seafire unit based at Coimbatore
which also included periods aboard the carriers
Atheling and Unicorn. This tour was to last
from April to July 1944, during which time he
flew Seafire IIC and III aircraft as follows:
LR667, LR699, LR755, LR768 (in which he nosed
over on 21 April 1944), LR794, LR795, LR801,
LR802, LR808, LR810, MB143, MB179, MB251 and
MB253. There were also a few trips in
Swordfish, with LS363 and LS369 getting into
the book, a flight from Colombo to China Bay in
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N3N-3 from Grosse Ile, mid-1942

742 Squadron's Stinson Reliant FL117 and
another passenger trip in a Dakota which he
only identifies as '"470'"; could this be KG4707?

After 889 Squadron, Peter Carmichael began a
long association with the Corsair, starting
with 757 Squadron at HMS Rajaliya, Puttalam,
Ceylon, between July and October 1944. Corsairs
flown were JT222, JT225, JT234, JT242, JT246,
JT250, JT260, JT267-JT269, JT270, JT279 and
JT434, with further flying over this period
being carried out in Reliants FB596 and FL114,
Fulmar DR709, Seafires LR757 and LR808, Wildcat
JV559, Hellcat JV100 and Harvard EX620. On
completion of his type conversion, he went to
1834 Squadron, also at Puttalam, but shortly to
re-embark in HMS Victorious for a lengthy
cruise in the Pacific which lasted from October
1944 to 28 April 1945 and which was to give
Carmichael his first taste of combat.

Corsairs listed in his log for this cruise
are: JS539, JS556, JT332, JT339, JT342, JT348,
JT356, JT361 (which he wrote off on 1 January
1945, breaking its back during a deck landing),
JT362, JT368, JT383, JT394, JT413, JT423,
JT424, JT426, JT430, JT434, JT435, JT451,
JT486, JT523, JT528, JT532, JT533, JT540,
JT565, JT567, JT573, JT579, JT583, JT622,
JT626, JT628, JT635, JT648 JT697, (in which he
chased some Japanese aircraft during a combat
air patrol), JT701 and KD171. The only other
recorded meeting with the enemy came just seven
days intq the ship's cruise, when four Oscars
were encountered and shot at without success,
while flying the unlucky JT361. Once again,
occasional trips in other types came about and
included Reliant FB597 of 757 Squadron, which
also provided rides in Harvards EX620, EX629,
EX671 and EX677 and a single Avenger of 832
Squadron, JZ369. It is also recorded that the
vast majority of Corsair missions were to carry
out dive bombing attacks.

Peter Carmichael in the front seat of SNV-1

Vultee SNV-1 Valiant, Pensacola, 1942

With the war all but over, Lt.Carmichael
found himself back in England at last and went
to HMS Vulture, St.Merryn in Cornwall, where he
joined 715 Squadron at the School of Naval Air
Warfare. He continued his association with the
Corsair until just before Christmas 1945,
flying JT559, JT615, KB168, KD356, KD557,
KD735, KD759, KD800-KD802, KD806, KD809, KD812,
KD821 (which he displayed at Lee-on-Solent on 5
November), KD824, KD829, KD852 and KD853. The
only other trip was in Harvard 281, possibly
EZ821. Next came a ground tour at the Air
Ministry between February 1946 and January 1947
although some flying still came his way,
usually with 701 Squadron at Heston from where
he managed to get aloft in Harvards EZ424/LOE,
EZ428, Oxford DA709 (sic), PH175, PH308, Dakota
FD267, a Dominie quoted as RN175, presumably a
call-sign and an unidentified Meteor, listed as
265; this could have been F.4 VT265.

There now came a fresh flying tour with 4
Ferry Flight at HMS Jackdaw, Crail, which moved
in March 1947 to HMS Condor, Arbroath. Among a
wide variety of types encountered were Sea
Otters JM741, JM797, JM884, JM887 and JN182 at
Crail plus RD917 and RD920 at Arbroath; Oxfords
DF420, MP292, MP293, NM360, NM480, NM524,
PH298, PH324, PH370 at Crail, NM579, NM60O,
NM780, PG928 and RR361 at Arbroath; Harvards
KF495, KF507 at Crail, EX683, EZ279 and KF554
at Arbroath plus the following, all at
Arbroath: Seafire III NN524, Anson I NK952,

Anson XII PH664, Expediter "673", Firefly I
22112, MB436, Martinet RG890, RG893 and
Firebrands EK729, EK746, EK748, EK797, EK798,
EK827, EK832, EK835, EK836 and EK842.

This ferry flying took him all over the
country, with deliveries or collections being
made at such places as Donibristle, Evanton,
Valley, South Marston, Watchfield, Gosport,
Brough, Waddington, Culham, Yeovilton,

Pensacola's hack amphibian, a Sikorsky JRS-1
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Vought 0S2U-3 Kingfisher, Pensacola, 1942

Lossiemouth, Lee-on-Solent, Anthorn and an
early look at what was to be his next unit,
Ford. Here Carmichael joined 778 Squadron, the
Intensive Flying Development Unit and got to
know his most famous mount, the Sea Fury,
flying TF905-TF908 mainly on engine endurance
trials, one of which resulted in a forced
landing in TF908. He also had trips in Oxford
PH185/FD-002, Barracuda III RJ936 and Auster I
LB384.

After just a month at Ford, he moved over to
813 Squadron in July 1947 and renewed his
acquaintance with the Firebrand TF.5, staying
with the unit until June 1948, during which
time he also went to sea with it aboard HMS
Implacable, before moving to Culdrose, then on
to Arbroath and finally Anthorn. Aircraft
logged were Firebrands EK737, EK765, EK766,
EK768 - which he flew at one time as an escort
for the First Sea Lord and later wrote off when
it crashed and burned during a landing on
Implacable on 2 December 1947 - EK780, EK782,
EK786, EK790, EK793, EK829, EK832, EK838,
EK842, EK843, EK845 (which made a rocket
assisted take-off from Culdrose on 11 March
1948), EK847 (used to give displays at Gosport
on 10 June 1948 and at Bramcote two days
later), EK849 and EK850. During this period,
Carmichael also flew Sea Furies TF941, TF965,
TF985, TF989, TF991, TF992, TF994, TF995 and
TF997 at Culdrose, plus TF968 at Arbroath. Only
two other types appear at this time, namely
Avenger "851" at Ford and Sea Mosquito "CW-410"
of 790 Squadron at Culdrose.

The unit Carmichael joined next was 807
Squadron, a Sea Fury operator at Donibristle,
in June 1948. He stayed here until the
following March, which included four months
aboard HMS Theseus, and flew: Sea Fury F.10
TF953, TF954/125, FB.11] TF961, TF964, TF966,

An unidentified Helleat after a mishap at Coimbatore

A Fulmar and Albacore of 789 Squadron, Cape Town, 1943

TF967, TF971, TF973, TF989, VR911, VR936-VR938,
VR952, VW228, VW234, VW241, VW243, VW546, T.20
VZ356 plus a single trip in a 810 Squadron
Firefly VG964. Strangely, there then came what
seemed a retrograde step, with a five-month
tour on 737 Squadron, the operational flying
school at Eglinton, where acquaintance was
renewed with the Seafire, albeit in its
somewhat more potent F.17 form, including:
SP351, SX113, SX136, SX152, SX176, SX184,
SX189, SX192, SX236, SX283, SX305, SX356, SX369
and SX386, together with Firefly Trainers DK420
and DT933.

In September 1949, Lt.Carmichael joined the
Central Flying School for No.113 Course at
Brize Norton and three-and-a-half months on
Harvards. Regrettably, the log only gives the
two-letter codes as aircraft identities and not
even The Harvard File can throw any light on
their true tie-ups; however, for completeness
they are listed: I1C, 1G, I1J, IL, IP, IX, JI,
JJ, JX, KC, KE, KH, KP, KR and finally NK,
which could have been FS819 whose full CFS code
at that time was FDNK. From here it was back to
Seafires, this time with 771 Squadron, a Fleet
Requirements Unit at Lee-on-Solent, which flew
a mixture of Seafire F.45s such as LA436,
LA441, LA481/LP-563 and LA486/LP-584, plus
Martinet TT.ls PX106/LP-573 and RH115.

In January 1950, another change to 773
Squadron, still at Lee, with Seafire F.15s
PR368/LP-510, PR370, PR376 and SR463, plus F.45
LA441, LA455, LA482, L1LA486, LA488 and LA489.
From late January until the end of March, the
squadron was detached to Gibraltar to exercise
with the Mediterranean Fleet and in addition to
several of the same Seafires, flying was
carried out in Martinets NR472 and NR473,
before going for a one-month spell with 796
Squadron at St.Merryn. This was the Aircrewmans

An unidentified Seafire III, coded "P", flying off




Corsairs and Wildeats on the hangar deck of HMS Atheling

School and here Carmichael got aloft in
Barracuda TR.3 aircraft carrying the unit codes
MF-300, 301, 305, 3907, 309, 311, 312, 313 and
314 plus Fireflies, again only identified by
codes as 202, 204, 205 and 282. Next came the
Naval Instrument and Refresher Flying School at
Rochester for three weeks in Oxfords, the only
idenjtified one being NM537, before returning to
St.Merryn for two months on the Station Flight,
with types logged as follows: Martinets PW974
and RG974, Sea Otter JM952, 796 Squadron
Barracudas 304 and 314, Fireflies coded 212,
228, 280 and 285 and a single Meteor T.7 listed
as 187.

At last a new front-line tour beckoned so in
August 1950 a move was made to Culdrose to
brush up on the Sea Fury with 736 Squadron.
Most are listed by code only but some were

A Wildeat, coded "H", after overturning on Victorious

recorded more fully, such as TF907, TF911/CW-
118, TF916/CW-109 and VW635/CW-103, T.20
VX285/CW-292 plus an interloper in the shape of
Firefly PP566. On 25 September 1950, Lt
Carmichael went back to sea with 802 Squadron
aboard HMS Vengeance and from then until the
end of August 1952, he was with the squadron
the whole time, with varying periods aboard
that carrier plus Indomitable, Illustrious,
Theseus and Ocean, with spells ashore at
Culdrose, Wattisham (for a month in 1951) and
Hal Far. Identified Sea Furies over this period
are: TF963, TF967, TF972, TF973, TF986, VR922,
VR925, VR928, VR946, VW553, VW564, VW585,
VW636, VW640, VW641, VW656, VW657, VW694,
VW699, VW711 (which he displayed at Culdrose on
17 July 1951) VZ351, WE679, WE683, WE717/T-108
(another display at Culdrose on 20 July 1951),

A Corsair, coded "K" and flown by Bud Jutton, hits the
island aboard Victorious




13

Corsaire of Nos.1834 and 1836 Squadrone ready for a strike from Vietorious; Avengere ranged astern

WE726/0-115, WE789, WE792, WE806, WE825
(displayed at Rochester on 5 May, Culdrose 14
May, Liverpool 26 July and Stretton 28 July
1951), WG564, WG594/0-145, WJ221, WJ223, WJ227,
wWJ228, WJ230, WJ231, WJ232/0-114 (the aircraft
in which the MiG victory was claimed), WJ237/0-
113, WJ238 (flown in a strike against Malayan
bandits on 23 August 1952), WJ239, WJ264,
WJ284, WJ291, WJ294 and WJ297. In all,
Lt.Carmichael flew 93 combat missions over
Korea and still found time to get aloft in
other types, such as Firefly VT415 which
appears in the log several times and a
Sunderland coded "OC".

On 25 August 1952 ,he left Iwakuni aboard a
Valetta C.1 bound for Singapore, where he
transferred to a Hastings for the long haul
back to Lyneham and a ten-month .tour of duty
away from flying. The log then picks up again
in July 1953 when he arrived on 766 Squadron at
Lossiemouth flying Fireflies, which he mainly
lists by their codes but including: DK437/LM-

A Firebrand TF.5 of 813 Squadron landing on Illustrious

254, MB698/LM-207 and MB699/LM-204. The unit
moved to Culdrose in October and the pattern
continued, with Fireflies MB408/CU-211 and
MB585/CU-250 being listed amongst such other
machines as Sea Furies and the occasional
Dragonfly. In March 1954 came a jet conversion
course at St.David's on Meteor T.7s, again only
listed by code, before going on to 738 Squadron
at Lossiemouth a month later where the flying
consisted mainly of Sea Furies such as
VX301 /LM-201 and WE826/LM-200, Meteor T.7 WS105
and WS107/LM-405, Sea Vampire T.22, XA1l04,
XA106/LM-211, XA107/LM-210 and Sea Hawk
WF165/LM-123 and WF220/LM-120.

Our man next joined HMS Bulwark in January
1955 for six month's flying with the Ship's
Flight, mainly in Avengers such as XB389/902
and XB374/B-981, after which he began a lengthy
association with the Sea Hawk at HMS Goldcrest,
Brawdy, between August 1956 and January 1958;
among those listed are WF205, WF218/906 of the
Station Flight. WN116, Wv837 and WV910, plus

Seafire F.17 SX113 of 737 Squadron taxying at Eglinton
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The victorious patrol on 9 August im front of VW223.

From left to right: Lts Brian Ellis, Toby Davis, Peter
Carmichael and Karl Haines

Sea Vampires XA110/VL-944. XA117/945, XA130,
XA164/BY-561, XG748/BY-560, Sea Prince T.1
WM740/BY-567 of 727 Squadron, Meteor T.7
WA652/BY-910. WS103/LM-907, WS116 /BY-906,
Dominies 907 and 909 of the Station Flight and
Sea Balliol T.21 BY-561 of 727 Squadron. Then
up to Lossie again, this time to 764 Squadron
and many more Sea Hawks: WF230, WF245, WF280,
WF295, WM905, WM981, WM982, WV799, WV802,
wv804, Wv861, WV862/LM-692, WV870, WV310, WVv91ls8
and XE327 before shuffling back to Brawdy to
join his operational squadron, No.802, which he
was to stay with until the end of September
1959.

No.802 went to sea aboard HMS Eagle from May
to December 1958, then came ashore at Lossie
for a month before going back to the same
carrier for another four-month cruise, followed
by the summer of 1959 back to Brawdy. Sea Hawks
flown by the now Cdr Carmichael over this
period include: WV810/E-179, XE330/E-176,
XE362/E-181 and XE439/E-178. Other flying
fitted in was in Sea Vampire T.22 XAl1ll, XAl64,
XA165, XG743 and XG745, Skyraider AEW.1
WT954/E-417 of 849 Squadron, Meteor T.7
VW447 /LM-935 and WS116/BY-906 and even a US
Navy Constellation, identified only as 712, on
a trip from Wheelus Field in Libya to Hal Far.
In addition to his normal duties, Cdr
Carmichael still put in several appearances on
the display circuit, flying Sea Hawk 177 for
the Queen's Birthday flypast on 13 June 1959
and! the Air Day at Merryfield on the same day,
177 again at both Culdrose and Yeovilton on 25
July, 182 at Roborough on 20 June and 178 at
Valley's Battle of Britain Day display on 19
September, just ten days before he left the
squadron.

He now went to his final Fleet Air Arm
squadron, 764 at Lossie, this time flying

No.802 Squadron Sea Hawks aboard Eagle, 1958/59

Eagle's Ship's Flight Avenger AS.4 XB372 "The Bomber".
Beryl the Peril cartoon on cowling

Sea Hawk FGA.6 XE362/E-181, of 802 Squadron, on Eagle

Hunter T.8s WV363/707, XE664/LM-708 and
XF995/698 for just a few weeks before being
seconded to the Central Fighter Establishment
at West Raynham, mainly flying Meteors: VW423,
WH204, WH223, WH224, WH226, WH256, WH305,
WK654, WL106, WL341 and WL470 of both T.7 and
F.8 varieties, Chipmunk T.10 WZ856 of 11 Group
Comm Flight and a pair of Vampires listed
simply as KA and KE. Weekend trips home to
Lossie also meant rides in Sea Vampires XAll1l5,
XA156, XG742, XG746 and Hunter T.8 XE717/BY-654
of 738 Squadron.

After this, Cdr Carmichael finished flying
and spent a further fifteen years in the Navy
before finally retiring to his home in Anglesey
in November 1976.
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Tornado ZE764 "DH" of Wg Cdr David Hamilton, CO of No.11 Squadron on 1
November 1988, the day the squadron became operatiomal (Paul Jackson)

Around 1941 it was decided to permit Wing Leaders to use
their personal initials on their own aircraft instead of
the normal type of squadron code, so as to enable them
to be readily identified in the air whilst leading large
fighter wings. This type of marking was not altogether
new, since at least one example of a personal code is
known from the first World War, though its use then was
almost certainly unofficial.

Such codes were usually painted either side of the
fuselage roundels in the manner of a normal code, but
many different ways of painting them developed, such as
on the fin or under the nose. Not every Wing Leader used
them, some regarding them as ostentatious and others
believing that their use would make them a target for
enemy aircraft. Nevertheless it 1is likely that the
number of aircraft carrying such markings over the last
half century runs well into three figures, though by
their very nature many are either poorly identified or
have never come to light.

In practice personal codes were much more widely used
than originally envisaged, and they turned up on
aircraft flown by all ranks from Flight Lieutenant
upwards. They generally appeared on fighter aircraft,
b@t they were also to be seen on a number of
communications aircraft and even, in one instance, on a
Stirling. In a few cases they were used by Fleet Air Arm
officers and also on occasion by United States Army Air
Force officers.

The following lists all known examples, with such
identification as has been traced and photographs where
available. Additional examples, or further information
on those listed, would be very welcome, as would
photographs.

AA Mustang IV KM557 on Barrackpore dump, India around
1946/47. Possibly used by Squadron Leader A.J.R.Adam of
AHQ Burma around 11.45.

AAC Mosquito FB.VI HR343 with Fighter Command
Communications Squadron, Northolt 7.45. Probably
Squadron Leader A.A.Case, OBE

AAY Spitfire Vb AA915, believed while with Radio
Warfare Establishment in 1945. Owner unidentified.

ACB Unidentified Spitfire flown to A.C.Bartley.
Aircraft formerly flown by a Polish Squadron. Exact code
uncertain, may have been "AB".

ACS Spitfire IX MK614 with 132 Squadron, 125 Wing
Detling 3.44. Possibly flown by Wing Commander
A.C.Smith.

ADS Hurricane IIa Z2515, 55 OTU Aston Down 1944.45.
Flown by Group Captain A.D.Selway, DFC who was Station
Commander 1.6.44 to 27.2.45

AFO Sabre F.4 XD753, 66 Squadron Linton-on-Ouse 1955.
Flown by Squadron Leader A.F. 'Sammy' Osborne, DFC who
was the squadron commander 11.54 to 7.57.

AG Unidentified Spitfire IX at the Fighter Leader
School Milfield around 10.44 - 11.44

AGM At least two different but unidentified Spitfire
Vbs flown at Biggin Hill by Wing Commander A.G. 'Sailor'
Malan, DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar. The first while he was Wing
Leader there from 3.41, the second as Wing Leader from
1.43 to 1.44

AGP Unidentified Spitfire FB.IX with 125 Wing 9.44.
Flown by Wing Commander A.G.Page, DFC, the Wing
Commander Flying from 7.7.44.

ABD Whirlwind I at Colerne 3.42, recorded as P7001 but
more likely P7007 of 263 Squadron. Flown by Wing
Commander A.H.Donaldson, the Wing Commander Flying.

AIl6 Typhoon Ib JP436 of 124 Airfield Headquarters
9.43. Flown by Wing Commander Ingle, DFC, AFC, the Wing
Commander Flying from 26.8.43 until he went missing
12.9.43. The 'l6' indicated that the unit was part of 16
Wing, a surprising breach of security.

AKG Meteor F.8 WK672 of Station Flight Odiham around
1955/56. Flown by Group Captain A.K.Gatward, DSO, DFC,
the Station Commander from 7.55.

ALW Vampire FB.5 WA430 of RAuxAF Turnhouse around
1951/52. Flown by A.L.Winskill, DFC, the Scottish Wing
Leader (this aircraft was also coded 'GM' and 'J' at
different times). He also flew Vampire FB.5 with this
code from 4.56 (this aircraft was coded 'DS' at one
time)

APS This code on Mosquito FB.6 VA890 identified the
unit rather than an individual, being with the Armament
Practice Station at Lubeck in 1947/49.

AVH Spitfire F.21 LA299 of 41 Squadron Wittering in
1946. This aircraft was on squadron strength 30.5.46 to
7.8.47, but owner of code unidentified.

AVRJ Spitfire Vb BL450 at Fairwood Common. Flown by
Group Captain A.V.R. 'Sandy' Johnstone, DFC, the Station
Commander from 13.11.43 to 29.5.44.

AW Anson T.20 VS494 of No.l2 Group Communications
Flight 9.52. Owner unidentified.

AW Hunter F.5 WP186 at Waterbeach 1958 with 56 and 63
Squadron colours on wingtips. Flown by Wing Commander
A.R.Wright, DFC, AFC, OC Flying Wing Waterbeach from
1.58 (also carried codes 'DGS', 'JC' and 'PT').

B This single letter code was used on Tempests by
Wing Commander R.E.P.Booker, DFC when in command of 122
Wing from 2.1.45. The first aircraft he used with this
code is unidentified, but he later replaced it with
NV641 in which he was killed on 16.4.45.

BA Spitfire Ve LZ949 in Italy 1945. Owner
unidentified.
BAE Mustang III FB260 of 239 Wing 9.44, also KH745

early 1945. Both flown by Group Captain B.A.Eatomn, DSO,
DFC, Wing CO by 9.44 to 20.9.45.

BD Meteor F.8 WA921 by 7.51, replaced by WH401 around
7.52, both with all red tails. Flown by Wing Commander
B. 'Billy' Drake, DSO, DFC, the Wing Commander Flying.
BF Spitfire Vb BM308 at Hornchurch 1942. Flown Wing
Commander B.E. 'Paddy' Finucane, DSO, DFC, the Wing
Commander Flying from 27.6.42 until killed 15.7.42.
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Spitfire IX with "AGP" on nose, 135 Wing

BFR Typhoon Ib MN753. Owner unidentified, but aircraft
flown by 174 Squadron, until taken over by 121 Wing HQ
13.7.44, being shot down by flak 10.9.44 when piloted by
Wing Commander W.Pitt—-Brown.

BH Spitfire IX (LR), possibly MJ684, of 324 Wing in
southern France 1944. Flown by Wing Commander B.Heath,
who commanded 'A' detachment from 21.7.44.

BK Spitfire LF.IX TB539 of 43 Squadron of 324 Wing in
1946. Flown by Wing Commander C.B.F.Kingscombe, DSO,
DFC, officer commanding the wing.

BOG Unidentified Typhoon Ib flown by Wing Commander
Erik Haabjoern, DFC. He was Wing Commander Flying of 124
Wing between 19.1.44 and 25.8.44, and is known to have
flown MN358, MN406 and MN542, though none of these have
been positively identified with this code. The exact
significance of the code unknown. One possibility is
that it related to his real name, as "Erik Haabjoern"
was only his adopted name. Another is that it should
really be 'BGC', in which case it would actually relate
to the the Wing CO at that time, Wing Commander
B.G.Carroll.

BWR Unidentified Spitfire Vb at Fighter Leaders
School, Charmy Down 9.43.

CAG Unidentified Spitfire FB.IX flown by Mjr
C.A.Golding, DFC, who commanded 3 Squadron, SAAF from
12.44 until the end of the war.

CEM Unidentified Spitfire I of HQ 10 Group, Colerne,
possibly flown by Wing Commander C.E.Malfroy.

CEO Spitfire LF.Vc at Northolt 7.45. Recorded as
EE746, but more likely EE745 of 2nd TAF Comm Squadron.
Owner unidentified.

CFA Unidentified Sabre F.4 of Wing Commander
C.F.Ambrose, the Wing Commander Flying of Wildenrath
from 11.54.

CFB Unidentified Spitfire LF.XVI named 'Joan Too'
flown by Wing Commander C.F.Bradley, DSO, DFC, Wing
Commander Flying of 132 Wing in 5.45.

CFC A Spitfire Vb, possibly R7262, flown by Wing
Commander Christopher 'Bunny' Currant, CO of 122 AFHQ
Mobile at Kingsnorth and Zeals 8.43 - 7.44.

CFG Unidentified Spitfire flown by Wing Commander
C.F.Gray, DSO, DFC & 2 Bars, a Wing Leader in Malta and
Sicily 1943/45.

Spitfire F.21 LA299 "AV-H", at Wittering (J.B.Wilson)

Mosquito FB.VI VA890 "APS" at Wunstorf, 1947

CG Two unidentified Typhoons flown prior to D-Day by
Wing Commander Charles 'Paddy' L.Green, DSO as Wing
Commander Flying of 121 Wing. These were very probably
MN666 around 6.44 - 7.44, replaced in 7.44 by MN855. An
identified machine is MP156 which he flew from 9.44 as
Group Captain C.L.Green, DSO & Bar, DFC, in command of
124 Wing until he went missing on 26 December 1956.

CG Unidentified Spitfire flown by Wing Commander
Colin F.Gray, DSO, DFC & Bar as Wing Commander Flying,
322 Wing around 8.43. Also Spitfire XIV RM787 flown
whilst Wing Commander Flying at Lympne in late 1944.

CGL Meteor F.8 WK787 flown from Turnhouse by Air
Commodore C.G.Lott, CBE, DSC, DFC, commanding Caledonian
Sector from 21.5.52 until 1956 when he was succeeded by
Air Commodore Robinson and the aircraft became re-coded
'MWSR'.

CI Spitfire LF.IX, possibly MJ847, in tropical
colours.
CM Meteor F.8 WH444 flown by Wing Commander

D.Crowley-Milling, the Wing Commander Flying at Odiham
around 7.53.

CMM A USAAF example, not strictly within the scope of
this article. North American P-51B, possibly 42-206511,
named 'Betty Jane' and flown by Col Charles M.McCorkle,
0C 31st Fighter Group, 15th Air Force around 4.44 - 7.44
CR Unidentified Spitfire XIV at Changi around 5.46 -
7.46.

CRC Wing Commander C.R.Caldwell, DSO, DFC & Bar used
this marking on a series of Spitfires whilst Wing
Leader, and later Commander, of No.l Fighter Wing, RAAF.
He shot down an A6M and a B5N in Spitfire Ve BS234,
later changing to BR295, then to LF.IX JL394. As
Commander of 80 Wing from 1944 he flew successive
LF.VIIIs A58-433, A58-484, A58-464 and A58-528.

CsV Harvard T.IIb KF691 flown by Squadron Leader
C.Scott-Vos, DFC, CO of 247 Squadron 4.46 — 10.46.

CWL A Spitfire VIII identified as "RSUl0l1" presented
to the Maharajah of Tripura and mounted outside his
palace in 1945. It bore the initials of Squadron Leader
C.W.Lockhart, CO of 101 Repair & Servicing Unit,
Agartala, from which it was supplied.

CWL Marking carried carried by Vampire T.ll WZ570 at
Cranwell 2.60. Possibly Wing Commander C.W.Lovatt, or
simply stood for Cranwell.

Spitfire VB BL450 "AVRJ" (via Andy Thomas)
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Hunter F.5 WP186 "AW", Church Fenton (via R.Lindsay)

DAB Mosquito FB.VI PZ193 at Northolt in 8.45 was flown
by AVM Dermot Alexander Boyle, CBE, AFC, who was AOC 11
Group from 10.7.45.

DAM Anson NK727 seen at Blackbushe in 1946. This
aircraft last served with 84 Group Communications
Squadron.

DB Wing Commander Douglas Bader, DSO, DFC flew
Spitfire IIa P7966 as Wing Leader at Tangmere from
19.3.41, changing in early 8.41 to Spitfire Va W3185
(named 'Lord Lloyd I'), in which he collided with a Bf
109F on 7.8.41, being then taken prisoner. On his
release in 5.45 he became a Group Captain and flew
Spitfire HF.IX RK917 at CFE Tangmere to 8.45. He then
took over another unidentified Spitfire IX, and this is
probably the 'DB'-coded machine he took with him on
becoming CO of the Essex Sector, North Weald on 1.10.45,
flying it until 3.46.

DB  Meteor F.8 WK979 flown by Air Commander Sir Dermot
Alexander Boyle, CBE, AFC, then AOC-in—-C Fighter
Command, around 1953.

DBH Unidentified Kittyhawk flown around 1942/43 by Mjr
D.B.Hauptfleisch, temporary CO of 2 Squadron, SAAF. It
was in effect an adaptation of the normal code for this
squadron.

DC Used on a Hurricane of 286 Squadron at Weston-
super-Mare around 7.42 by 'Digger' Coburn (Station CO?)
DEK Vampire FB.5 VZ841 flown by Squadron Leader
D.E.Kingaby, DSO, DFM & 2 Bars, CO of 72 Squadron North
Weald around 1951/52. (also coded 'LBP' and 'PWB')

DFS Used by Wing Commander D.F.Sheen, DFC, the Wing
Commander Flying at Leuchars 1955/56, initially on
Hunter F.l WW641, then later on F.4 XF993 (the latter
was also coded 'GAM')

DFS Code also used by Group Captain Dennis
F.Spottiswode, CBE, DSO, DFC, the Station Commander
Linton-on-Ouse 6.54 to 9.56 on Sabre F.4 XD736.

DGM Used around 1944/45 on both Auster V RT514 and
possibly Spitfire LF.IX PL463 by Group Captain
D.G.Morris, DSO, DFC, who then commanded 132 Wing.

DGS Used by Wing Commander D.G.Smallwood, DSO, MBE,
DFC on a number of aircraft, including an unidentified
Spitfire when he was CO of 286 Squadron at Weston—super-
Mare in 10.42. With the Predannack Wing he had Spitfire
IX MH333 in 4.44. As Station Commander at Biggin Hill
1953 to 1955 he flew successively Meteor F.8s WH480 and
WL169, then from 9.55 Hunter F.5 (previously 'PT').

Hurricane I "CJ", owner unidentified (via P.k.T.Green)

Spitfire IX MJ684(?) "B-H"

DH Used by Wing Commander D.L.Hughes, DFC, AFC, Co
of 33 Squadron at Middleton St.George from 4.60 to
11.62, initially on Javelin FAW.7 XH835, then from late
1960 on FAW.9 XH773.

DH The most recent known use of a personal code, by

Wing Commander David Hamilton, CO of 11 Squadron at
Leeming, on Tornado F.3 ZE765 in 11.88.

DHL An unidentified Kittyhawk flown by Col Doug
H.Loftus, DSO, DFC, who was Wing Leader of 7 SAAF Wing
from 2.43 to 4.44

DJF Used by Squadron Leader D.J.Fowler, CO of 19
Squadron at Church Fenton, from 10.56 on Hunter F.6
XG159, changing to XG167 in 6.57.

DJS As Wing Leader and later CO of 123 Wing, Group
Captain D.J.Scott, DSO, OBE, DFC used this code
successively on Typhoons R8843, MM986 and MN941, and
also by 2.45 on an Auster III. He became CO of 84 Group
Servicing Unit in 2.45, when he transferred the code to
Typhoon PD605.

DIJW Used by an unidentified officer at RAF Cranwell in
1968 on Jet Provost T.4 XR643, which had a blue fin and
also carried code '76'.

DMA Used on a Spitfire flown at Culmhead in 1.44,
flown by Wing Commander D.G.Smallwood (possibly as CO of
286 Squadron), but belonging to another officer, not yet
identified.

DPA This code was used on at least two aircraft of the
Fighter Command Communications Squadron, these being
Proctor III LZ683 at Northolt in 1945/46 and Mosquito
PR.34 at Bovingdon in 1946/8. The initials probably
indicate that they were reserved for use by officers of
the Directorate of Policy (Air Staff)

DRS Used Group Captain D.Ross Shore, DFC, DFC on
Mustang IV KM182 when he was CO of 239 Squadron in 1945.
DS This code was used at least twice by Wing
Commander W.G.G.Duncan Smith, DSO, DFC & Bar, DSC & 2
Bars. First as CO of 324 Wing in 8.44 on a BS—serialled
Spitfire IX (probably either BS884 or BS894). Then in
1953/4 as station commander at RAuxAF Turnhouse 1953/4
on Vampire FB.5 WG833.

DT Squadron Leader Don M. 'Butch' Taylor, CO of 195
Squadron used code 'JE-DT' on Typhoon EK273, which was
lost on a shipping strike while being flown by Wing
Commander F.Coltishall on 6.7.43. It was promptly
replaced by JP438 coded 'DT'.

Spitfire XVIII "CR", Changi, 1947 (via Peter Arnold)
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Spitfire VIII A58-484 "CR-C"

DW Code seen in 1944 on an unidentified Spitfire IX.
One possibility is that the code related to Wing
Commander R.M.B.Duke-Woolley.

DW This code was used again, by 1417 Flt at
Khormaksar in 3.67 on Hunter FR.10 XE599 flown by an
unidentified Flight Lieutenant.

EC Meteor NF.l4 WS745 carried code 'EC' on the
fuselage and the individual letter 'J' on the fin with
the Central Flying School in 1955/58, but the owner
remains unidentified.

ED During 1942/43 this code was used by the
(unidentified) CO of 72 OTU at Wadi Gazouza on Tomahawk
IIB EK431.

EDM From 5.45 this code was used by Wing Commander
E.D.Mackie, DSO, DFC & Bar on a Tempest V identified
incorrectly as SN679, and later on SN228.

EH Used on 124 Wing Typhoons by Wing Commander Erik
Haabjoern, DFC, who was the Wing Commander Flying from
19.1.44 until 25.8.44. Definitely used on MN358, and
believed previously on MN406 and MN542, both of which
were ditched in the English Channel, on 9.5.44 and
22.5.44 respectively.

EHT Wing Commander E.H.Thomas, DFC, while Wing
Commander Flying Biggin Hill from 7.42, used Spitfire
IXs BR369 and BS240. The latter was taken over by Wing
Commander R.M.Milne, DFC, who was shot down in it on
14.3.43, becoming a PoW.

EJ Used on Mosquito FB.VI RF645, probably while with
138 Wing 10.45 to 3.46

EJC Used on Spitfire PT396 by Wing Commander E.F.
'Jack' Charles, date unknown. He was Wing Leader at
Middle Wallop, Portreath and Wittering at various times.
EL Seen on Auster III MZ223 with Austers at Rearsby
6.44. The aircraft had previously served with 660
Squadron, which suggests the code was that of the
squadron commander, Mjr F.N.Lane, though*'FL' would seem
more likely if that is the case.

ELM Used on Hunter F.4 XE714 at Bruggen in 1957. The
aircraft was allocated to the Wing Leader Bruggen 2.56
to 3.57, but the code was possibly that of Group Captain
E.G.L.Millington, CBE, DFC

EMv Used by Group Captain E.M.Donaldson, DSO, DFC on
Vampire FB.5 WA396 when he was Wing Leader Fassberg in
1952.

Typhoon IB MN941 "DJS"

Spitfire IX MH333 "DGS"

ENW Used on an unidentified Spitfire V or IX with a
serial number ending in '311' by Wing Commander
E.N.Woods, DFC & Bar, who commanded 249 Squadron in
Malta from 7.43 until being killed 16.12.43.

EP Used on an unidentified Spitfire IX at the Fighter
Leaders School, Milfield between 12.44 and 4.45

EPW Reported used on an unidentified Spitfire IX by
Wing Commander E.P.Wells, DSO, DFC & Bar, the Wing
Commander Detling around 5.44.

ERB Used from 3.44 on Typhoon MN291 by Wing Commander
E.R.Baker, who was CO of 146 Wing from 1.2.44. This was
replaced in 4.44 by MN485, and the code is also presumed
to have been carried on MN754 in which he was killed on
16.6.44.

ES This code was used on a succession of aircraft by
Group Captain (later Air Commodore) F.S.S.Stapleton,
DSO, DFC, the station commander at Linton-on-Ouse from
10.49, becoming Sector Commander, Northern Sector
12.1.56. The aircraft were officially allocated to the
Wing Leader Yorkshire Sector at Linton-on—-Ouse, this
unit becoming the Northern Sector on 1.12.50, later
moving to Church Fenton. First known use was on Meteor
F.4 VT266 at Linton in 3.50, this being replaced by
VT308 in 6.50. The code was also used briefly on Auster
AOP.6 TW575 around 4.50 - 5.50. There was no known use
for a time from 1.51, but by 6.56 the code was carried
on Meteor F.8 WK991 (also coded 'VSB' and 'HH' at
various times). Finally the code was borne on Hunter F.6
XE618 around 9.57 - 4.58, this machine also carrying an
Air Commodore's pennant.

ET Code carried on Meteor F.8 WK942 of the Central
Fighter Establishment at West Raynham around 7.54, owner
unidentified.

EW Used by Group Captain E.W.Whitley, DSO, DFC, the
Commandant of the Fighter Leaders School at Milfield
around 8.44 on Spitfire Vb EP770, being carried as 'EW-
21,

EWW Sabre F.4 XD763 carried this code at Linton-on-
Ouse around 7.55 when flown by Wing Commander Eric
W.'Ricky' Wright, DFC, DFM, the Wing Commander Flying.
FA Used on Spitfire Vb ER934 of 73 OTU Fayid at one
time.

FA Code also used on Anson X NK589, which only. served
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